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Agriculture for an honorable and
highminded man is the bet of all oc-
cupations

¬
or arts by which men procure

the means of living Xenophon

L LOOTING OF THE NEW

m ENGLAND EXPRESS CAR

1 received an official notification

I said Detective Lawton of the New
England express car robbery fromBos-
ton and as the details had not been
fully gathered owing to the daKed con-

dition of the car messenger I got

aboard a special engine and was
whisked off to Doston at a mile a mln
ute I found the messengerhis name
was Hartwell I think suffering from
several severe wounds on the scalp and
the doctors were of the opinion that
his skull had been fractured by a
heavy blunt Instrument

f He was then just able to taUt not
in a very connected way but sufficient-
ly

¬

well to give me an idea of how the
robbery happened It was to his credit
that he did not conceal the fact that
he was sleeping in the ear alongside of
several hundred thousand dollars
worth of property when the thieves
gained an entrance He did not hea-
rr SPG anything therefore until the
thieves woke him with a bang on the
head and tied him before he coulu
make any show of resistance He did
riot get a good look at any of tho
rook and about all that he knew was
That there were three in the party all
large and heavily built men The men
lad on black masks when he first saw-

S them and after they had gagged and-
tied him a towel or bag was put over
Ills face

An examination of the car gave me
an Idea as to the methods employed by
the thieves to get in and I confess that
tmy first impression was that the work
Uiad been done by some persons famil-
iar with the construction of cars pre
jsumably railroad employees The car
was divided Into a large and small
room by a partition and the outer door
opened front the platform to the small-
er

¬

room The messenger was locked in
t tjW car in this city by one of the ox

press agents and he had to be re
leased by an agent in Boston This
kept the messenger from getting out
and the car door was sealed so as to
show if any attempts were made by
the messenger to get out by collusion
The only inside protection to the door
was a heavy iron rod which was sus-
pended

¬

from the centre of the door and
the end dropped into a slot when the
t1 o4 was closed A hole had been made
ihgihefdour on a line with this Inside
barend all the thieves had to do af-
ter knocking oil the outside lock was
to lift the Inner rod and walk into thejI

aittle room
Hartwell confessed that he had of¬

ten gone to sleep because there was no
jclanger of the car being robbed owing
to the fact that no one knew except
those tiirectly Interested in the safe
carriage of the money when it was
sent In the car was a couplingpin
with blood on it which rather con-
firmed

¬

the notion that railroad menI were in the deal for this is a weapon
oised more frequently by railroad peo-
ple

¬

than a club or a revolver Hart
vvell said that there was no displayI weapons The burglarproof safes
thE fireproof safes were
wrecks and I thought from the Ofj

lt on the smaller sates that
cracksmen had been with the par-

tjj

i as the blowpipe and putty hal been
used to get powder Into the sale-

II Hartwell had not the least idea at
what part of the road he was attacked-
and

I

all that he could recall was that
shortly after the thieves left he heard
cries of fire and the ringing of what
sounded to him like a cracked church

I
bell The thieves had pounded his
head before leaving but he was not
unconscious When the crooks left
they fastened the door with the lock-
on the outside and stuffed a black hat
into the hole in the door to prevent the j

light from shining from the inside I

My first work was to try and locate i

I

the place where the thieves left the
train and my only clew was the

i cracked bell and fire I went by train
along the road stopped at all stations
but did not strike anything until ij
reached New Haven I learned there j

that just before the night the Boston
express reached the depqt a fire had
broken out m the lower part of the I

city and the bell rang from a Presby-
terian church This was the last thing
which Hartwell remembered until he
was aroused in his car in Boston and

j I concluded that the thieves got off at
New Haven My judgment in this was
confirmed by the finding of a new bit

I and augur a quarter of a mile from
the depot which had been used to bore I

a hole in the car door
The train had made only one stop

I between New York and New Haven
and that was at Bridgeport It was
evident that the thieve had boarded

I the train either in Bridgeport or New
York and all that I found which might
have thrown light on the robbery was
that three men had bought tickets for-
New York on the last train from New
Haven which left soon after the Bos-
ton

¬

express had passed through No
one had got on the train at Bridgeport-
or at least no one was sean to and it
was ny notion that thethieves started
from New York after receiving a tip
from some railroad man who was fa-
miliar

¬

with the running of the express
car I came to this city to continue my
work-

I made inquiry at the freight yard
where the express car was stored when
not in use and I got my first tip there
from a day watchman who told me
that several days before a stranger
who said that he was a car builder
asked permission of him to look at the
express car for the purpose of getting
some data to make a similar car

There was thus very little ground
work to begin on and attention was di
rected to railroad men who had been

I discharged recently and also to rail-
road men in general who lad anything

I to do with the handling of the express
I car in the depot or while it was in
transit The usual cards of warning-
were sent out to pawnbrokers and jew ¬

elers who were In the habit of hand-
ling stolen goods giving a description
of the stolen jewerly The case moved
on very slowly and it seemed as if the
thieves had successfully hidden every
trace of their movements At the of-
fice

¬

of the express company I learned
that only three men there knew when
the money was shipped and they were
aH tjbye suspicion None of the rues
sengets ltnexv what part of the coun-
try

¬

ttieywere goIng to uatil they got

f
i

t tjs

iJ

on the train and the company had pro-
vided

¬

sufficient safeguards to prevent
collusion with crooks

The case ran on for a week or ten
days without any developments and
then I gat a telegram to hurry to the
express office I found there a great
deal of excitement over a story told by
Jacob Hoffman the assistant secretary-
of the company r It vas dn brief that
he had met a man named Robert Howe-
in a billiard saloon a perfect gentle ¬

man who had saved him from being
whipped by a drunken scrapper They
became good friends used to have joly
times together and he remembered in
casual conversation telling Howe about
the express car and money traffic busi-
ness

¬

He would never have thought of
it again if he had not met Howe that
morning Howe told him that he had
been burying his mother I saw from
the way the young man had been led
along by Howe that he 3iad been up
against a clever bunko artist who got
correct Information about everything
done in the money business even to
the time of shipping the boodle

Howe had agreed to meet Hoffman-
in the evening and take dinner in
Broad street I knew that If Howe
really was in the robbery that his burl
ness with Hoffman was to get informa-
tion

¬

about the work being done to
catch the thieves I had several men
in the restaurant and to my surprise
Howe met Hoffman Howe had a part-
ner

¬

and when I got the light on them
I recognized them at once as old Bill
Kinny the prince of confidence men
and SoUly Myers the meanest crook I
ever heard of After the dinner I fol ¬

lowed Myers into a house im Seventh
street Jersey City Where I arrested
him and Jingo Horn In their room I
found about threefourths of the stolenI

jewelry but none of the express money
I The ease against them was perfect

Did you ever notice said old Bill
Kenny how dt is that one fellow gets
along with his work without any fuss
and feathers while another puts on a
great burst ofspeed and dont go half-
as far in a day as the quiet fellow
Some people male hard work out of
very simpCe and easy things Just look
at Molly Matches there a quiet happy
golucky chap who never gets excited
was never known to hurry in his life
but when it comes u> getting a watch
or a leather out of anybodys kick
without interfering with the ordinary
rules of politeness theres nobody can
give Molly any points

Then take Mollys partner there
litHe Jim Brady Hes the sport to
make a fuss about everything Why
he could not get a watoh without put
ting a hole 4n a guys ribs to save his
life Thats just the difference between
crooks the world over and I acted as
a sort of a baCance wheel when I
worked with him or he would have
spent his whole life in jail

There Was all the difference in the
world between me and Solly Myers in
the methods of doing our work when
we were railroading for safes and mall
bags Solly was a rdugh diamond and
he had the biggest heart of anybody I
met He loved opposition and heWould
sooner win a bank roll In a fight than
pick jit up in the street or from a seep
ling gent He had nerve that the devil
himself would nave been glad to pos-
sess

¬

but his splendid courage de-
stroyed

¬

nfl his caution and if it had
not been that he was clever there
would have been Itrouble Lguess the
same thing goes ln eveyfthing else
whether Its crookedor honest Brains
are what counts n everything after
all It does not make much difference

>

JJ fkiW j i Oi iji

how big and strong a fellow may be in
pushing his way along if he has not
got the wit to appreciate that brute
force belongs only to brutes and in-
genious

¬

tricks are safer and mtore pro
table he is going to have a hard time

Solly and I were partners from the
time we were kids and we did a long
bit in the reformatory together It was
always my rule to be a gentleman
drunk or sofoar and I have raised
sunny a smile among my partners by
being so polite when was doing the
masked burglary business on the fa-
mous

¬

tour I made up the Hudson vil-
lages

¬

with Denny Lyons gang Itliait In
some places where the people who
had given up their valuables were
actually sorry to have me go
Yes my boy politeness is the
great thing to give you a push along
when your luck has been very bad

Solly and J had struck a Uot of tame
ducks and it seemed as if there was
some sort of a hoodoo going along with-
us We were running on a stretch for
months when there was not a dollar
came our way and then all of a sudden
came the boom that gave us a little
fame and a bigbpodle I wasi in Mul
lins billiard parlors in East Fourteenth
street one night when there was a nice
looking young billow got into trouble
with a rough young scrapper from the
east style over a game of billiards The
good bby had been drinking a little
When I saw that the thug was trying-
to take an unfair advantage of him
and was getting up a muss so that In
watch why I entered in my usual
watch why 1 Intereferd to my usual
polite manner and dumped the sport
into the soup The young fellow whom
I had stood by told me his name was
Hoffman and he took a liking to me
right away I stuck to hint a ibiE to
find out whether or not he had wealthy
relations thait it might pay me to get
acquainted with and I found out that
he was the assistant secretary of the
New England Express Company That
was good news for me for I was an ex
perlt in the handling of express pack-
ages

¬

and I became quite intimate with
young Hoffma-

nI know that this company used to
have the handling of about all the
heavy money shipments between this
city and all points east and in my own
polite way which some people might
call a coy game I began to pump my
friend about the business He was a
very talkative chap and when he saw
that I was so deeply interested in mat-
ters

¬

pertaining to railroad transporta-
tion

¬

he was delighted to tell me all
that he knew I led him around grad ¬

ually to the handling of the money
packages so as not to mate him sus-
picious

¬ j

I knew that It was equival-
ent

¬

to a discharge from the company-
to be found talking about such mat-
ters

¬

but I had gained Hoffmans con ¬

fidence and he did not hesitate for a
moment to tell all that he knew He
described detail how the money was
counted in the office before being put
Into little burglarproof boxes Then
the seals were put on over the locks i

and they were taken to the cars and
put into a large fireproof safe In theexpress car There had never been a I

robbery on the road and for that rea
son only one express messenger was
sent to guard the boodle In the car
The time when the valuable packages
were shipped was kept a profound
secret but Hoffman knew all about it
because he had to sign the receipts
after the money had been counted in
the office I learned from him who the
messengers were and where the ex-
press car was kept while llying in the

1

I city all of which Information I gave
1 to Solly with instructions to find the
car and look it carefully over from the

jI outside and inside if possible Solly
jdid his part of the work In great shape
and the next time I saw him he had a
complete diagram of the car The car
was provided with only ordinary out ¬

side locks and an inside bar over the
rear door and did not present the
slightest obstacle to a couple of ex-
perts

I I kept careful tabs on my young
friend after all the preliminary work
had been done and to draw him out-
I said to him one evening that his
fingers looked as if he had been hand-
ling

¬

a stack of the long green To mi
surprise and delight he said that my
guess was a day ahead and on the
next day there was going to be a heavy
shipment of money and jewelry for the
holiday trade I got from him the
time when the train would start and-
I invited him to have supper with me
the following evening This was done-
so that he would not suspect that I
had anything to do with the work and

Ito be sure that the goods had gone
We had supper down town and he
told me that the company had sent out
the most valuable shipment of the
year While we were eating I told

i him that I had received word that my
mother was very ill in Baltimore-
About the time I would have to start

IIto reach the Centre street depot a
telegraph message which I had ar-
ranged

¬

I for was livered to me It
was to the effect that my mother was

j dead I left my dear young friend and
started for Baltimore by the way of
Boston-

I joined Solly and Jingo Horn at
the depot We went singly to the

I smpker and went put on the front plat ¬

form at the first station There the
lock was knocked off on the inside of
the door and a hole was cut with an
auger on a line with the crossbar
The bar was pushed aside and the
door opened into a small room There
was a door from this that was not
locked I threw it open and found the
messenger asleep I apologized for
waking him up then tied and gagged
him We opened the fireproof safe
with wedges We blew open the
burglarproof safes as we passed
through a cut near New Haven
Everything was cleaned up when we
reached New Haven and after fixing
the messenger so that he could not
give an alarm until he got to Boston
we left the train with a bagful of
money and jewelsNew York Re-

corder
¬

CHINESE IXrEXTED FOOTBALI
Philadelphia Record

According to Stewart Culin the cu-

rator
¬

of the museum of archaeology of
the University of Pennsylvania foot-

ball
¬

originated with those beginners of
everything the Chinese Mr Culin is
making an exhaustive study of games
ancient and modern and has a curjous
and ancient drawing showing a person ¬

age in the dress of a prime minister
playing football with a kuge or noble
and two of their chamberlains The
time is somewhere in the tenth or
eleventh century but long before then
the game was cultivated as an exercise
suitable for the training of soldiers
About the eighth century it was intro ¬

duced Into Japan where it became
very popular From these two coun¬

tries it spread over the entire world

The story of King Arthur anti his
round table Is a myth although what Ipurports to be the round table Is still
to be seen in a south England town

4

EEGGARS A RE CUTE

DEVICES USED TO BLEED THE
CHAIUTABLYIXCMXED

One of the Latest Frauds Is the
Chapped Hand Fake und It is
Being Vor3cetl ia New York

From the New York Sun
A very pitiable object he looked as

i he stood in the entrance to the elevated
railroad station stairs at Twentyeighth
street ills form was bent his face
pale his eyes closed as if in blindness-
and he cowered close to the wall to
escape the cold rain that was driving-
in before the fierce wlnd A box hung
about his neck containing his wares
pencils and he held a bunch of these
in his hands that shook as if with
palsy and showed seams and cracks
apparently bleeding from being chap-
ped

¬
by the cold and wet

Buy a pencil he whined Help a
poor man with a few pennies-

A lady and ai gentleman entered the
station andsas the plea of the wretch
reached her Sirs the lady stopped and
took out her pocket book

Here my poor man she said drop ¬

ping a dime into his outstretched hand
Never mind the pencil I dont want-

it Just see how his hands are chapped
from the cold poor feilow she added
turning to her companion-

Yes I see replied the gentleman
leaning forward and looking closely at
the hand in question which having
transferred the dime to the pencil ven-
ders

¬

pocket was again outstretched-
Yes that is what I call very good

workGood Work repeated the lady in
surprise What do you mean-

WIthout replying in words her com-
panion

¬

proceeded to give an i11ustra
moll Stripping off Ms glove he held
his right hand cupped under a rivulet
streaming from the roof and got a Ht
te pool of water in it Then he said
to the man

urn buy one of your pencils if you
have good ones Let me see one

Selecting a pencil the vender handed
it out still kepping his eyes closed
With his left hand the gentleman
seized the mans wrist and quickly
applying the water held in his palm
rubbed the black marks vigorously
whine his companion gazed in amaze
ment Before the man could wrench
himself away every mark wax gone
Not a scratch or crack of the skin
apparent The skin was wrinkled a
little but coarse and sound as leather-

I thought so said the gentleman
forcing the pencil man Who had now
opened his eyes and was strugging to
get away back against the wall Now
give back that dime and get out unless
you want to be arrested as an imposter
No words nioiw as the fellow started-
to remonstrate You cant afford to
bs seen Jn a police court You might
toe recognized

Dropping the dime to the ground the
fellow straightened his back shook off
his palsy and put for the corner at a
speed that would have done credit to
an athlete

hit on earth does it all mean
the lady asked her companion

It means that that man is a fakir
and that he has usurped one erf the
privileges of your sex in bringing art

to the aid of nature was the reply
But he does it to disfigure instead ofto beautify I have heard of beggars

who painted scars on themselves forsympathy and when you called my at
tentlon to this chaps hands and his Jhands chaps I recognized a case of ItJust before election he ontInued J

some political work took me about thelodging houses on the lower east sideand I saw there an instance where theartist was more realistic than this oneGoing into a 10cent lodging house near f
Chatham square I saw an apparent s
cripple sitting in a corner working at 1Ms hands with a nail As cleaning offinger nails is not a favorite occupation

1

iln that locality I watched the cripple
I anti discovered that he was making 1

long scratches on the back of his hands
I
with a nail In great surprise I askedanother lodger for an expanation 1
I

I Oh thats Tenpenny Jack saidman I appealed to Hes workin thespike He does that every night
I Does he do it for fun I inquiredUI Fun me eye replied my InformantHe does it fer the dough Themschapin marks hes makin He takesthem hans out an shakes em an
I all the loidles gives up their good coinsee Its the greatest graft im the bizonly they aint many as can stan itBut Tenpenny Jacks hans Is so toughyou cant hurt em an he has toughwork gettln any blood to Come Nowshes just finishin off the JobI As the man said Tenpenny Jackwas nearly through workin the spikeHe examined his hands critically gavea pick here and a jab there lengthened
i
out a scratch a little and then shoving
the nail Into his pocket went outwhistling I thoughtas I followed himthat if any beggar earned his money heIf

t
did J

TROUBLE A DIME 3IADE

One Calculators afisfnke of Tert
Cents Created a Lot of Trouble IFrom the Providence Journal

Once in a great while one of the
I
thirty odd bank clerks who are delegat-
ed

¬ Jto render into the Providence clear ¬
ing house the accounts of their respect ¬
ive banks makes an error in his fig
gers Usually the session Is over inTwenty minutes but Tuesday it re ¬

quired an extra hour for the finding ofa 10 cent mistake in 1152100 As there
j is a money fine which gathers double
compound computed interest so to

Ispeak as the minutes are piled up by
I the clock each young gentleman of the
I thirty odd Is on pins and needles untilthe fellow who Is to blame Is dIsco
ered

j At noon the clearing house telephone
which is that of the Roger WiHiams
bank began to ring and from thattime until the session was concluded
bank after bank called up to know ifits emissary had gone to Canada andhad left everything but a balance

j against the bank Officials and clerks
who go to dinner In rotation stowith
watches In hand and saw cars go
by and felt aincreasing and aching
void at the belt About 1245 oclock

I the 1152100 had been squared up to a
cent and the 1Qet fellow who had
shaken the community to the
pit of its stomach was fladent with acrop of fines as thick as the bunghola

IOf amasses barrel


